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THE  GHOST 


GIVING  UP 

« 

$ 

j In  a time  of  enormous  and  largely  unnecessary  com- 
,-plexity,  Quaker  simplicity  should  take  a radical  step  to- 
ward a principle  of  ineffability.  The  concept  of  Spirit 
has  suffered  a profound  displacement  by  post-Enlighten- 
ment  thought,  and  can  be,  in  my  view,  put  back  in  the 
center  of  human  existence. 

It  is  time  to  cease  regarding  implicitly  the  Inner  Light 
(and  other  spiritual  terms)  as  a disembodied  influence, 
realm,  or  entity  residing  somehow  ‘within’  us.  Stanley 
Keleman  makes  this  clearer  with  the  simple  statement, 
“We  do  not  have  bodies,  we  are  our  bodies.”  The  latter 
is  one  more  blow  against  the  die-hard  disaster  of 
Cartesian  mind-body  dualism,  of  which  we  are  yet  vic- 
tims. 

The  spiritualists’  retreat  from  God  as  being  Up  There, 
to  Out  There,  and  ultimately  somehow  In  Here  (John  A. 
T.  Robinson)  has  evaded  a basic  truth:  not  that  God 
can’t  be  properly  located;  but  that  God  does  not  have 
to  occupy  space,  real,  imagined,  or  metaphorical. 

The  concept  of  Spirit  needs  a fresh  beginning.  We 
might  start  with  a key  tool,  action.  The  Society  of 
Friends  is  in  a crucial  historical  position,  due  to  its  com- 
mitment to  amelioration  of  secular  miseries,  to  restate 
in  religious  terms  the  thought  of  D.O.  Hebb,  “Mental 
life  is  motor  life.”  The  essence  of  the  continuum  which 
we  Quakers  tend  to  hope  resides  between  our  thought 
and  action,  should  be  that  there  is  ultimately  no  differ- 
ence between  thought  and  action. 

What  do  we  offer  then  in  place  of  Kenneth  Boulding’s 
lyrical  “ . . . some  thing  that  moves  among  the  stars,” 
and  the  floodlit  repository  that  seems  to  be  implied  by 
the  “Inner  Light  in  one’s  soul?”  Am  I really  suggesting 
that  Quakers  become  a post-Christian  humanistic  action 
group?  On  the  contrary;  that  is  just  what  I see  coming, 
and  fear.  I submit  we  need  a new  image  of  Humankind 
that  rests  on  ancient  themes  of  divine  immanence,  in  a 
new  way.  The  search  for  God  ‘outside’  the  realm  of  the 
material  should  end. 

I see  a unique  application  of  the  phenomenologists’ 
cry,  “To  the  things  themselves!”  To  bring  coherence  to 
the  lives  of  potential  Christians  we  must  demonstrate 
that  we  are  dedicated  to  one  human  insight  that  is  at 
once  material  and  divine:  That  which  might  not  have 
been,  is,  and  can  be  made  better. 

Metaphors  such  as  spirit  and  Inner  Light  are  in  trouble 
today  because  they  were  originally  given  an  existence 
apart  from  those  felicitous  human  impulses  which  gave 


rise  to  these  expressions  in  the  first  place.  I’m  con- 
vinced that  the  bulk  of  established  Christianity,  in- 
cluding Quakerism,  sadly  keeps  many  potential  members 
“at  arm’s  length,”  because  the  latter  are  increasingly  un- 
able to  believe  in  traditionally  spiritual  fashion  — fads- 
of-the-month  notwithstanding. 

A new -image  of  spirituality  which  is  not  matter  per 
se  and  not  just  “doing  good”  must  be  internalized  and 
be  compatible  with  modern  sensibilities.  For  example, 
writing  of  Max  Scheler,  Peter  Koestenbaum  offered  this 
remarkable  Schelerian  formula:  “ . . . a person  is 
neither  a soul  substance  nor  pure  spontaneity;  he  is  a 
unity  of  activity  with  the  matrix  of  all-encompassing 
being,  very  much  as  an  electron  is  conceived  as  an  energy 
cloud.  This  real  unity  of  activity  Scheler  called  spirit 
(Geist).” 

If  all  this  sounds  like  materialist-positivism,  or  a facile 
definition  of  God,  I have  but  one  answer.  There  is 
enough  mystery,  glory,  and  potential  in  “that  organiza- 
tion of  energy  we  call  matter  ” (Joseph  Chilton  Pearce)  to 
keep  me  in  constant  awe  of  the  relationship  Jesus  Christ 
kept  with  His  world,  to  the  point  of  Resurrection,  that 
ultimate  interface  between  material  existence  and  the 
action  of  faith. 

In  John’s  Gospel,  the  Love  Gospel,  we  know  it  is  said 
that  God  is  Love.  God  is  also  much  more,  of  course,  but 
knowing  that  God  is  Love,  we  have  a chance  to  partici- 
pate in  God.  I believe  there  is  an  intimate  connection 
between  love  and  action.  Put  in  a homely,  poetic  way, 

The  love  in  your  heart  wasn’t  put  there  to  stay  — 
Love  isn’t  love  ‘til  you  give  it  away! 

I ran  across  a book  title  recently  that  sums  up  with  sweet 
simplicity  my  argument,  to  wit:  Love  Is  Something  You 
Do.  As  Yale’s  woman  theologian  Letty  Russell  puts  it, 
God  is  the  verb  of  existence.  But  the  lovely  lyric  from 
Leonard  Bernstein’s  Mass  gets  closer  to  my  meaning: 

“God  is  the  simplest  of  all,”  and  “God  loves  all  simple 
things.”  The  Holy  Spirit  is,  in  a quite  literal  way,  too 
simple  for  words.  This  is  the  principle  of  ineffability  I 
suggest,  not  unlike  the  ancient  Jewish  idea  of  YHWH. 

The  Inner  Light,  as  I see  it,  is  a metaphor  for  the  poten- 
tially unified,  dynamic  activity  which  is  ours  to  actualize 
Love:  helping  others  to  come  to  terms  with  the  terrible 
splendor  of  living  and  dying. 

Steven  Avery 
Petersburg,  Alaska 
La  Jolla  Meeting 
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The  1977-1978  FRIENDS  DIRECTORY,  Meetings 
for  Worship  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  is  useful  to 
Friends  who  travel  for  business  or  for  pleasure.  Under 
country,  and  state  or  province,  all  local  Friends  groups 
which  meet  regularly  are  listed  with  location  and  hour 
for  Sunday  morning  worship.  The  name  of  the  Clerk 
or  other  contact  person  is  provided,  with  address.  As  a 
new  feature  for  convenience,  this  edition  carries  cross- 
reference  between  name  of  Meeting  and  nearest  town. 
Friends  Centers,  Schools  and  Colleges,  and  Friends 
Homes,  with  addresses,  are  included.  This  pocket-size, 
100-page  reference  for  vacation  travel  and  year-round  use 
may  be  obtained  from  Friends  Book  Stores  or  from  the 
publisher,  Friends  World  Committee,  Section  of  the 
Americas.  Postal  address,  1506  Race  Street,  Philadelphia, 
PA  19102,  or  P.O.Box  235,  Plainfield,  IN  46168.  Price 
$1.75  plus  50  cents  for  postage  and  handling. 


Available;  a century  of  combined  experience  in 
business,  fundraising,  personnel,  family,  AFSC 
Community  Relations  programs,  and  as  faculty  at 
a Friends  boarding  school.  This  Friends  couple 
interested  in  simple  living,  hosting  Friends’  Cen- 
ter activities  or  Friends  Center  work:  Northwest, 
Southwest,  or  West  Coast.  Write  Jack  and  Ethel 
Haller,  c/o  Stefanie  Fisher,  15825  12th  Street, 
N.E.,  Seattle,  WA  98155. 


FOILED  AGAIN 

June  was  slated  as  the  month  to  look  at  our  Meetings. 
Sort  of  preparation  for  state  of  the  society  reports,  which 
we  will  all  hear  (or  have  heard)  at  Quarterly  and  Yearly 
Meetings.  I invited  Friends  to  “hold  up  to  the  Light  our 
worship  meetings,  our  business  procedures,  our  clerking, 
our  committee  work,  our  budgets,  our  personal  giving  of 
both  time  and  money,  our  vision  of  the  Meeting  itself  as 
sponsor  for  activity  in  the  world  or  our  view  of  that 
Meeting  as  a spiritual  retreat  where  worldly  cares  do  not 
intrude,  our  concepts  of  steeplehouses  and  hireling  minis- 
tries, of  proselytizing  and  advertising,  of  stewardship  and 
trust  for  money  and  property.” 

Somehow,  we  received  far  fewer  than  the  usual  number 
of  manuscripts,  and  I want  to  thank  especially  those  who 
did  write.  I made  it  a personal  invitation,  but  several  in- 
vitees referred  the  questions  to  their  Meetings,  where 
good  discussions  were  held,  but  not  even  the  usual  bland 
reports  came  forth.  Perhaps  I asked  the  wrong  people. 

Or  my  letter  was  too  general.  Or  maybe  we  partake  in 
that  “docility,  the  lack  of  responsibility  of  the  modern 
person,”  which  George  Bernanos,  quoted  on  page  1 18, 
thinks  may  result  in  our  extinction  as  a species.  We  can 
only  speculate  at  this  point,  but  our  collective  failure  on 
this  subject  has  allowed  me  to  print  more  letters  and  re- 
print a couple  of  good  things  from  other  Friends  publi- 
cations. Viva  la  silver  lining! 

RS 

NEW  CALL  TO  PEACE  MAKING  - PROGRESS  REPORT 

In  the  December,  1976,  Bulletin  we  reported  on  the 
background  of  NCP  and  encouraged  Friends  to  partici- 
pate in  the  two-year  Peace-making  study  involving  Qua- 
kers of  all  varieties,  Brethren  and  Mennonites.  Since  that 
time  the  NCP  Planning  Committee  has  met  twice  in 
Southern  California,  once  in  San  Francisco.  Following 
is  a review  and  Progress  Report. 

Origin.  The  “New  Call  to  Peacemaking”  project  was 
born  in  an  annual  Conference  of  Superintendents  of 
Pastoral  Meetings  where  it  was  agreed  that  so  important 
an  issue  should  be  carried  by  the  widest  and  most  repre- 
sentative movement  among  Friends  — the  Faith  and  Life 
Movement.  (A  dialogue  among  programmed  and  unpro- 
grammed Friends  which  began  in  1972  under  the  umbrel- 
la of  FWCC.)  On  the  National  level  NCP  is  being  imple- 
mented by  those  involved  in  that  movement  and  has  as 
its  facilitator  FWCC. 

Purposes  of  NCP.  To  draw  together  all  Friends,  Breth- 
ren and  Mennonites  in  a nationwide,  two-year  program 
of  study  and  discussion  which  will  point  to  ways  in 
which  we  may  be  called  upon  to  make  a corporate  peace 
witness  to  the  world. 


(Continued  on  page  117) 
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ARRANGEMENTS  NOTES,  PYM,  77 

Craig  Hall,  1400  West  Third  St.,  Chico,  California,  is 
the  site  for  PYM  ’77.  In  the  interest  of  making  PYM  a 
successful,  high  quality  experience  for  all,  the  Arrange- 
ments Committee  has  some  suggestions  and  information 
for  Friends: 

1 . Monthly  Meetings  are  encouraged  to  hold  pre- 
PYM  orientation  sessions  to  organize  transportation, 
acquaint  new  Friends  with  PYM  and  to  insure  that  the 
Monthly  Meeting  members  interested  in  attending  PYM 
have  sufficient  funds  to  do  so.  Monthly  Meeting  repre- 
sentatives have  information  obtained  at  Interim  Meeting 
of  interest  to  all  Friends  attending  PYM. 

2.  Friends  intending  to  sponsor  Junior  Friends 
should  be  aware  that  sponsorship  implies  accepting  re- 
sponsibility for  the  Jr.  Friend.  If  the  Jr.  Friend  is  of  Jr. 
High  age,  they  will  be  housed  with  the  sponsoring  Friend, 
just  as  Jr.  High  age  friends  are  housed  with  their  families. 

3.  In  order  to  be  assured  of  having  this  site  ex- 
clusively for  our  use,  we  must  maintain  a normal  atten- 
dance. This  means  that  we  need  approximately  300 
Friends  staying  in  beds.  It  is  also  very  important  that 
Friends  make  every  effort  to  send  their  registration  forms 
in  by  July  15. 

4.  Craig  Hall  buildings  are  all  air  conditioned  and 
PG&E  has  assured  them  that  Chico  will  not  be  “browned- 
out”  this  summer.  However,  the  weather  is  hot,  (85-95 

if  we’re  lucky,  95-105  if  we’re  not),  and  those  who  can 
afford  to  stay  in  rooms  are  encouraged  to  do  so.  The 
Arrangements  Committee  would  like  to  receive  sugges- 
tions about  how  we  might  make  the  hot  weather  camp- 
ing least  stressful.  Campers  are  encouraged  to  buy  meal 
tickets  if  possible,  although  outdoor  cooking  on  Cole- 
man stoves  will  be  permitted  in  designated  areas. 

5.  Transportation.  Flights  are  available  to  and 
from  Chico  via  Eureka  Aero,  Cal-Air  and  Hughes  Air 
West.  Amtrak  stops  at  Orland,  15  miles  from  Chico. 
Greyhound  stops  in  Chico.  Drivers  take  Interstate  5 to 
U.S.  99  (just  north  of  Sacramento)  to  Chico.  Friends 
intending  to  fly  should  make  their  reservations  early. 
Redwood  Forest  Meeting  will  be  arranging  transporta- 
tion in  Chico.  If  you  need  to  be  met,  send  appropriate 
information  to  Virginia  Heck,  6015  Montecito  Blvd. 

No.  8,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405. 

6.  Early  hospitality  is  being  organized  by  Grace 
Long,  216  Ragle  Rd.,  Sebastopol,  CA  95472.  Let  her 
know  your  needs. 

7.  An  orientation  session  will  be  held  at  PYM 
on  Tuesday,  August  9th,  at  1 1 AM.  Friends  are  encour- 
aged to  attend. 

8.  There  will  be  a children’s  program  on  Monday, 
August  8. 

9.  A number  of  Friends  will  rent  vans  and  organ- 
ize transportation  pools.  Friends  are  encouraged. 


NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

Friends  from  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho  and  Mon- 
tana will  gather  at  Camp  Adams,  Oregon  for  the  5th 
annual  session  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  on  July 
21  — 24.  Camp  Adams  is  a few  miles  east  of  Molalla, 
Oregon,  not  far  from  last  year’s  location  at  Mt.  Angel. 

The  sessions  will  open  on  Thursday  evening  with  Roll 
Call  and  Introductions,  followed  by  worship  and  a time 
for  sharing  from  each  Meeting. 

As  Friend  in  Residence,  we  have  invited  a speaker  from 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  to  tell  us 
about  the  life  and  work  of  that  organization.  In  addition, 
we  are  pleased  that  other  Friends  who  will  be  travelling 
in  our  area  plan  to  join  us  — including  William  Barton, 
General  Secretary  of  Friends  World  Committee  for  Con- 
sultation in  London,  and  Howard  Bartram,  General 
Secretary  of  Friends  General  Conference  in  Philadelphia. 
William  Barton  will  share  his  slide  presentation  “Friends 
Around  the  World”  with  us,  and  Howard  Bartram  will 
lead  an  interest  group  on  “Deepening  our  Spiritual  Lives.” 

Junior  Friends  are  planning  an  active  program,  and  in- 
vite those  interested  in  participating  to  contact  their 
Clerks:  Alice  Williams  of  Alpha  Farm  Worship  Group, 
and  Molly  St.  Germain  of  Eastside  Meeting. 

Worship-Sharing  groups,  meeting  each  morning,  will 
again  be  the  spiritual  focus  for  the  Yearly  Meeting;  also, 
a wide  variety  of  interest  group  topics  is  being  arranged. 

In  order  to  assure  a simple  heathful  diet  at  reasonable 
cost,  a food  committee  has  been  formed  to  work  out 
menus,  hire  the  necessary  kitchen  personnel,  and  super- 
vise meal  preparation.  A number  of  Friends  are  planting 
extra  garden  with  the  needs  of  Yearly  Meeting  in  mind. 
Last  year  nearly  100  loaves  of  homemade  bread  were 
brought  — and  we  hope  for  a similar  response  from 
Friends  this  year. 

As  an  aid  in  conducting  the  business  of  Yearly  Meeting, 
the  Steering  Committee  has  developed  proposed  Guide- 
lines, which  have  been  reviewed  by  all  Monthly  Meetings 
and  copies  of  which  will  be  sent  to  all  registrants.  Friends 
are  asked  to  keep  them  in  mind  as  they  prepare  to  come 
to  Yearly  Meeting. 

We  would  welcome  visitors  from  other  areas.  For  re- 
gistration forms  and  information  about  cost,  accommo- 
dations, etc.,  please  write:  Lucille  Byerly,  441 1 River 
Road,  Eugene,  OR  97402.  Registration  Deadline  is 
June  30. 

Rose  Lewis,  Clerk 
NPYM  Steering  Committee 


10.  If  Friends  have  further  questions,  please  call 
(don’t  write,  no  time  to  answer)  Micki  Graham  (415) 
447-6266,  or  Sheila  Davis  (415)  527-4883.  All  inquiries 
WELCOME. 

Micki  Graham 
PYM  Arrangements  Clerk 


PAGE  112  - JUNE,  1977 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


God  Calling,  Person  to  Person 

Our  meeting  place  with  God  is  where  Walnut  Street 
and  Chestnut  Street  cross  in  the  town  of  Santa  Cruz.  On 
Sunday  morning  the  cross  section  invites  a heavy  traffic 
and  it  becomes,  for  most  of  us  in  the  meeting,  the  noisi- 
est day  of  the  week. 

Ever  since  Sang  Dal  Cha  spoke  several  years  ago  in  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting  on  reaching  a state  of  worship  where 
in  the  midst  of  all  kinds  of  external  noises  you  hear  noth- 
ing but  a peaceful  murmuring  of  a river  stream,  I have 
tried  hard  to  get  myself  to  that  point.  It  is  quite  true 
that  sometimes  all  the  outside  noises  become  secondary 
and  altogether  vanish.  Even  so,  the  question  of  external 
noises  and  internal  silent  worship  remains  a constant  pro- 
blem for  me. 

The  question,  first  of  all,  is  whether  it  is  right  for  me 
to  ignore  entirely  the  noises  and  concentrate  on  worship 
of  God,  shutting  myself  off  from  the  outside.  Since  I 
live  and  worship  in  a condition  surrounded  by  noises, 
isn’t  it  right  that  they  become  part  of  my  worship? 

Should  I not  sense  strongly  and  be  enraged  by  the  social 
evils  and  injustices  explicit  enough  in  the  noises  which 
surround  me?  — loud  cars,  motorcycles,  police  siren, 
sound  of  emergency  ambulance,  pollution,  waste,  crime, 
victims,  poor,  weak,  the  oppressed  . . . 

The  singing  of  hymns  and  church  bells  are  artificially 
created  sounds  to  raise  our  awareness  in  praise  of  God. 
Are  the  noises  we  encounter  in  a natural  setting  of  mo- 
dern society,  then,  also  to  be  interpreted  as  something 
to  raise  our  awareness  in  order  to  work  for  God?  I wish 
1 knew  the  answer. 

On  one  occasion  we  were  suddenly  interrupted  in  silent 
worship  by  the  telephone  ringing,  and  a Friend  truly  la- 
mented, “I  wish  we  could  receive  person  to  person  calls 
directly  from  God!”  I wish  we  could  too,  but  still  the 
external  noises  including  the  telephone  bell  make  the 
worship  in  meeting  very  difficult. 

I remember  some  time  ago  when  we  were  meeting  out- 
side. It  must  have  been  summer,  and  all  kinds  of  insects, 
including  mosquitos,  were  joining  our  meeting.  During 
the  silence,  how  many  times  did  I hear  the  sounds  of 
swatting!  The  sound  was  so  great  that  the  Japanese  haiku 
from  Issa  kept  going  through  my  head: 

Hae  hitotsu  uteba 
Namu  amida  butsu 
Kan  a 

For  each  single  fly  that’s  swatted, 

Namu  Amida  Butsu 
is  the  cry 

Akie  Reynolds 
Santa  Cruz  Meeting 


How  Can  We  Help  Manuel 

I have  just  read  the  article  in  the  April  ’77  Friends 
Bulletin  by  my  good  friend,  Jack  Powelson,  in  which 
he  has  movingly  presented  his  dilemma  regarding  the 
very  low  wage  scales  and  poverty  levels  of  living  in  the 
less  developed  countries  of  Asia,  Africa,  and  Latin 
America. 

Jack  has  presented  five  theoretical  “solutions”  to  this 
problem,  beginning  by  saying  that  he  feels  these  are 
“all  the  possible  ways  we  might  help  Manuel.”  His  list 
includes  sizable  gifts  of  money  to  all  those  who  are  poor, 
the  payment  of  considerably  higher  prices  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  less  developed  countries,  the  opening  of  our 
borders  to  all  immigrants  who  wish  to  come,  the  foment- 
ing of  violent  revolution  everywhere,  and,  finally,  trying 
to  increase  the  productivity  of  every  worker  in  all  the 
less  developed  countries  of  the  world.  (The  italics  are 
his). 

Since  Jack’s  first  premise  is  that  efforts  in  these  five 
areas  must  be  “All  or  nothing  at  all”  and,  in  addition, 
that  each  of  the  five  has  very  serious  shortcomings,  he 
rejects  all  five  “solutions”  and  comes  out  feeling  com- 
pletely frustrated. 

Fortunately  this  frustration  has  not  eliminated  Jack’s 
(or  my  own)  sense  of  responsibility  and  desire  to  help 
the  Manuels  of  the  world,  and  this  spirit  has  stimulated 
me  to  explore  in  my  own  mind  and  experience  to  see  if 
Jack  has  really  listed  all  of  the  possible  ways  we  can 
help  move  the  world  from  where  it  now  is  to  a situation 
nearer  to  where  we  would  like  it  to  be.  The  following 
are  my  tentative  premises  and  conclusions.  If  they  pro- 
voke further  thought  on  this  problem,  that  will  be  more 
important  than  getting  unthinking  acceptance. 

Here  they  are: 

1.  Progress  toward  social  justice  has  to  be  made  step 
by  step.  It  will  never  be  achieved  all  at  once,  nor  per- 
manently. However,  beginnings  have  to  be  made.  Some- 
times this  means  that  we  have  to  be  among  the  first  to  do 
what  is  fair  and  just  — rather  than  wait  until  others  do 

it,  or  until  it  is  required  of  us.  Jack  recognizes  this  when 
he  pays  servants  in  Latin  America  more  than  they  could 
have  earned  locally.  I do  not  share  with  him  however, 
his  feeling  of  guilt  in  providing  them  with  a living  standard 
which  they  might  be  deprived  of  when  he  leaves.  Paying 
other  human  beings  a wage  which  is  more  nearly  adequate 
' for  meeting  their  needs  and  their  families’  needs,  in  re- 
turn for  services  that  we  value,  is  good  in  itself  and  of- 
ten is  an  unexpected  influence  in  raising  wage  scales  for 
this  type  of  service  in  general.  This  is  in  spite  of  the  ar- 
gument frequently  heard  in  these  countries  that  doing 
this  is  “spoiling  the  help.” 

2.  There  is  an  old  Chinese  proverb  which  says,  “ The 
man  who  is  riding  comfortably  on  the  back  of  another 
man  must  be  helped  to  dismount.  ” 
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This  has  served  to  make  me  aware  that  very  few  per- 
sons (even  we  Quakers!)  have  the  moral  strength  to  give 
up  our  privileges  voluntarily.  A re-reading  of  John 
Woolman’s  Journal  is  helpful  at  this  point.  How  such 
help  is  provided  to  us  is  of  central  importance.  Jesus, 
Gandhi,  Martin  Luther  King,  and  Cesar  Chavez  are  among 
the  well-known  spiritual  leaders  who  have  helped  us  to 
dismount  from  the  backs  of  our  fellows  in  a variety  of 
situations.  There  have  been,  and  are,  thousands  of 
others  who  have  not  gained  renown  but  have  worked 
quietly  in  their  local  communities  at  the  task  of  awaken- 
ing the  consciences  of  those  around  them. 

3.  There  is  much  more  interrelatedness  in  the  five 
alternative  courses  which  Jack  mentions  than  he  has 
indicated  in  his  very  brief  presentation.  For  example, 
once  we  discard  the  premise  that  the  only  course  to 
follow  is  to  try  to  do  something  for  all  the  poor  of  the 
world,  all  at  once,  many  courses  of  concrete  action  are 
open  to  us.  There  is  a valid  time  and  place  for  gifts,  par- 
ticularly when  whole  populations  are  struck  by  natural 
or  man-made  disasters.  These  are  in  the  nature  of  grants 
or  donations  with  no  thought  of  their  being  repaid.  Be- 
ware, however,  of  jumping  to  the  conclusion  that 
our  responsibility  ends  there! 

Grants  and  also  loans  can  be  used  to  help  individuals 
and  groups  to  acquire  the  capital  and  skills  they  need  to 
increase  their  productivity.  These  can  be  in  the  form  of 
Supervised  Credit  to  start  businesses  and  agricultural 
projects  and  to  acquire  training  and  new  skills.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  both  the  Guatemala  City  Friends  Wor- 
ship Group,  to  which  Tom  Hunt  belongs,  and  the  Casa 
de  los  Amigos,  which  is  under  the  care  of  the  Mexico 
City  Friends  Meeting,  have  Scholarship  Programs  to  help 
young  men  and  women  in  Mexico  and  Guatemala  con- 
tinue their  education  and  training;  and  the  AFSC  has  a 
modest  but  significant  Supervised  Credit  program  which 
helps  set  up  and  expand  rural  industries  in  Mexican  vil- 
lages. (Detailed  information  on  these  projects  can  be 
furnished  on  request). 

Most  of  us  will  agree  that  increased  productivity  and 
skill  deserve  a greater  remuneration.  Some,  such  as  Jack 
Powelson  and  Tom  Hunt,  will  voluntarily  pay  a higher 
reward  for  the  services  they  value  and  receive.  However, 
Jack  is  right  when  he  says  that  the  first  Manuels  who  in- 
crease their  skills  do  not  necessarily  receive  higher  in- 
comes. This  is  why  increased  productivity  has  to  go  hand- 
in-hand  with  collective  bargaining  between  labor  and 
management  and  social  legislation  which  fixes  minimum 
wages,  maximum  hours,  better  conditions  of  work,  and 
other  fair  employment  practices. 

Still  another  method  for  re-distributing  wealth  (since 
most  of  us  are  not  ready  to  do  it  voluntarily)  is  taxation 
by  governments  — often  misused,  but  ideally  designed  to 
take  from  those  who  have  accumulated  too  much  in  or- 
der to  improve  the  conditions  of  those  who  have  too 
little. 


Jack  Powelson  has  not  mentioned  in  his  very  brief  dis- 
cussion of  productivity  the  crucial  role  which  the  energy 
from  fossil  fuels  plays  in  giving  us  who  live  in  the  indus- 
trial areas  such  an  enormous  economic  superiority.  Pro- 
ductivity no  longer  is  a matter  of  what  skills  individuals 
can  learn  and  what  use  they  can  make  of  them  in  the 
course  of  a day’s  work.  Rather,  our  standard  of  living  de- 
depends  on  the  power  of  millions  of  mechanical  “horses” 
we  have  working  for  us.  The  fact  that  this  energy  comes 
from  privately  owned  sources  that  are  very  unevenly  dis- 
tributed around  the  Earth  and  in  increasingly  scarce  sup- 
ply, is  the  cause  of  much  of  the  tension  which  now  exists 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor  areas.  Perhaps  a more  just 
re-distribution  of  productive  wealth  will  come  when  new 
sources  of  energy  from  the  sun,  the  winds,  and  the  tides 
become  accessible  to  a much  larger  proportion  of  the 
world’s  population. 

Finally,  as  Jack  has  pointed  out  in  several  of  his  other 
articles  in  the  Friends  Bulletin  and  in  conversations  we 
have  had  together,  it  is  an  error  to  believe  that  these  pro- 
blems can  or  should  be  solved  by  actions  only  on  the 
part  of  the  rich  people  and  nations  of  the  world  motiva- 
ted either  by  feelings  of  guilt  or  by  sympathy  for  the 
poor.  I am  in  complete  agreement  with  the  view  that 
much  of  the  task  of  “helping  the  over-privileged  to  dis- 
mount” must  come  from  the  people  of  the  Third  World, 
themselves.  It  needs  to  come  as  a result  of  a courageous 
drawing  attention  to  abuses  of  power  and  violations  of 
human  rights,  wherever  they  occur;  a strengthened  and 
more  independent  labor  movement,  struggles  against  cor- 
ruption, and  the  establishment  of  the  principle  of  equal 
treatment  under  the  law;  to  mention  just  a few  of  the 
steps  which  lead  to  the  extension  of  social  justice.  Com- 
ments and  criticisms  of  these  views  will  be  welcome. 

Ed  Duckies,  Clerk 
Mexico  City  Monthly  Meeting 

Letter 

Join  Manuel 

Dear  Robert  Schutz, 

Jack  Powelson  notes  that  the  account,  “Manuel  and 
Me,”  by  Tom  Hunt  has  touched  him  deeply  and  person- 
ally. Next  Jack  presumes  correctly  that  we  rich  Yankees 
have  a duty  to  help  Manuel.  Then  he  displays  for  us  the 
serious  drawbacks  to  each  theoretical  solution.  Finally 
he  challenges  us  to  tell  him  how  do  we  do  it? 

I have  no  inclination  to  dispute  Jack’s  pessimistic  anal- 
ysis of  what  we  rich  Yankees  will  do  to  or  for  Manuel. 
However,  what  we  rich  Yankees  will  do  is  very  different 
from  what  Jack  and  l can  and  should  do.  Let  us  relate, 
let  us  share  directly  with  Manuel.  To  the  extent  that 
Manuel  cannot  join  us,  let  us  join  Manuel. 

William  M.  Alexander 
San  Luis  Obispo  Friends  Worship  Group 
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THE  WIND  OF  THE  SPIRIT 


Having  been  active  in  more  than  a few  meetings  in  my 
association  with  Quakers  I often  wonder  about  vocal 
ministry  in  the  Meeting  for  Worship.  From  where  do 
messages  originate?  What  caused  a certain  person  to  say 
what  she  did?  Why,  at  times,  have  I been  impressed  by 
the  quality  or  depth  of  the  silence  in  a particular  time 
of  sitting  down  in  group  worship?  The  silence,  itself, 
“speaks.”  What  is  a “gathered  meeting,”  and  why  does 
it  seem  so  to  me  when  I think  it  is  occurring?  When 
someone  who  seldom  speaks  in  meeting  is  absent  why 
do  I find  the  silence  not  as  fulfilling,  as  enriching  as  when 
he  is  there? 

Early  Friends,  I believe,  were  first  called  Quakers  by  a 
sarcastic  judge.  The  tag  has  stuck,  but  do  present  day 
Friends  “quake”  as  much?  If  not,  why  not? 

I interject  these  wonderings  of  mine  not  so  much  to 
answer  them,  but  to  show  from  where  I am  coming. 

At  PYM  1976  at  Moraga  one  state  of  the  Monthly 
Meeting  letter  mentioned  a concern  about  vocal  minis- 
try — inspirational  versus  inspired.  Inspirational  utter- 
ances may  have  a place  in  the  Meeting  for  Worship.  How- 
ever, my  interest  is  in  the  message  which  seems  to  come 
through  a channel  (person)  from  a source  mystical  in 
origin,  that  I would  define  as  inspired. 

My  approach  to  the  subject  is  first  through  the  Ameri- 
can Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible.  Then  I want 
to  use  analogies  and  offer  personal  experience,  even  if 
these  are  not  exactly  parallel  and  only  approximately 
apropos. 

If  I were  asked  what  it  is  that  I try  to  do  when  I sit  in 
meeting,  I might  say  that,  ideally,  I try  to  empty  my- 
self, so  that  I may  be  filled,  and  if  filled  to  overflowing, 
what  spills  out  of  me  might  take  the  form  of  a message. 

You  are  asked,  as  you  peruse  and  ponder  the  follow- 
ing words  and  ideas  to  read  between  the  lines.  I shall  be 
grateful  if  something  speaks  to  you. 

The  first  Biblical  quote  that  approaches  what  I have  in 
mind  is  found  in  Acts,  Chapter  2,  verses  2 to  4.  “And 
suddenly  there  came  from  heaven  a sound  as  of  the  rush- 
ing of  a mighty  wind,  and  it  filled  all  the  house  . . . 

And  there  appeared  unto  them  tongues  parting  asunder, 
like  as  fire;  and  it  sat  upon  each  one  of  them.  And  they 
were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  began  to  speak 
with  other  tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance.  ” 

The  second  quote  is  from  John,  Chapter  3,  verse  8. 

“The  wind  bloweth  where  it  will,  and  thou  hearest  the 
voice  thereof,  but  knowest  not  whence  it  cometh,  and 
whither  it  goeth,  so  is  everyone  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit.” 

The  third  quote  is  only  a fragment  and  approximate, 
“the  small,  still  voice  in  the  midst  of  the  storm.” 

Wind,  to  simplify,  is  the  movement  of  air  from  an  area 
of  high  pressure  to  an  area  of  low  pressure.  We  are  sur- 


rounded by  air;  we  breathe  air;  we  are  in  distress  if  it 
is  not  available  to  us  (drowning,  e.g.).  Air,  as  wind, 
moves,  sometimes  gently,  sometimes  with  incalculable 
force.  It  may  blow  in  one  direction  and  then  reverse.  It 
can  swirl  or  eddy.  And  who  knows  “whence  it  cometh 
and  whither  it  goeth”?  If  you  want  to  know  about  wind 
and  how  it  behaves  you  will  often  find  the  unexpected 
cropping  up. 

A good  skipper  will  always  try  to  keep  his  ship  headed 
into  the  wind  to  lessen  chances  of  foundering  or  capsiz- 
ing in  a blow  strong  enough  to  be  called  a storm. 

A windmill  has  a “rudder”  so  that  the  wind  can  make 
the  blades  face  the  wind  and  spin,  causing  the  pump  to 
draw  up  water  from  below  the  ground’s  surface.  A kite 
flies  best  when  breasting  a breeze,  tethered  by  string  to 
the  child  below,  its  undulating  tail  keeping  it  pointed 
windward. 

In  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  where  I live,  smog  builds 
up  in  thick  concentrations  because  we  have  long  periods 
of  windless  days.  Then  the  winds  come  sweeping  that 
smog  away.  Once  again  the  foothills  and  mountains 
appear  in  all  their  grandeur.  The  121st  Psalm  comes  to 
my  mind.  “I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  mountains. 
From  whence  shall  come  my  help?  My  help  cometh 
from  Jehovah,  who  makes  heaven  and  earth.” 

One  time  while  on  solitary  retreat  at  a catholic  hermi- 
tage on  the  coastal  slopes  of  Big  Sur,  a storm  buffetted 
the  windward  wall  of  my  cell  with  such  force  that  the 
raindrops  were  flying  horizontally  through  the  air  to  pen- 
etrate the  window  and  door  frames  to  wet  the  inner  sills 
and  drip  onto  the  floor. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  wind  movements  where 
they  live,  are  so  because  they  observe  over  and  over  how 
the  wind  behaves  on  sunny  days  or  cloudy,  warm  or  cold, 
and  in  a particular  season.  They  give  attention.  They  are 
aware.  They  don’t  take  the  wind  for  granted. 

How  does  the  above  apply  to  vocal  ministry  in  the 
Meeting  for  Worship?  I have  tried  to  consider  a concept 
as  I have  found  it  in  the  Bible  with  references  to  the 
movement  of  the  Holy  Spirit  manifesting  either  with 
wind  or  stirring  people  as  a wind  would.  From  my  per- 
sonal experiences  and  analogies  I find  a phrase  that  sits 
easy  with  me.  It  might  be  termed  “the  wind  of  the  spirit.” 
I have  tried  to  give  physical  representations  of  a spiritual 
dynamic. 

In  meeting  we  speak  of  “centering  down.”  In  a sense 
this  might  be  a way  of  trying  to  be  aware  of  the  wind  of 
the  spirit,  allowing  it  to  penetrate  into  our  deepest  and 
most  private  crannies  and  nooks  so  that  we  may  be  lifted 
up  and  renewed.  Perhaps  we  will  hear  the  “voice  there- 
of,” and  then  give  utterance  to  what  we  sense.  This  wind 
of  the  spirit  may  stir  so  profoundly  that  hearts  will  be 
quickened,  breathing  rate  increased,  throats  tensed,  and 
temples  athrob.  We  may  be  on  the  edge  of  tears  or  even 
weep.  The  words  may  stumble  out  of  us  hard  to  under- 

( Continued  on  next  page ) 
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NEWS  OF  THE  MEETINGS 

Berkeley  Meeting  has  established  a new  Educational 
Assistance  Fund  to  provide  scholarship  aid,  especially 
for  Quaker-related  studies.  It  will  be  primarily  for  mem- 
bers only,  but  attenders  are  not  excluded. 

University  Meeting  announces  that  Tom  Schmoe  has 
been  released  after  90  days  imprisonment  for  an  act  of 
civil  disobedience  in  connection  with  an  anti-Trident  pro- 
test. A cogent  5-page  letter  of  support  for  his  action  was 
filed  with  the  court  by  Eastside  Meeting,  a masterly 
statement  of  the  rationale  of  civil  disobedience  in  cases 
such  as  this  when  other  forms  of  protest  have  been  ig- 
nored by  those  in  positions  of  power. 

University  Meeting  is  considering  a new  lecture  series 
entitled,  “Hypothesis:  The  Last  Lecture.”  Speakers, 
who  would  be  nominated  by  a form  of  consensus,  would 
address  themselves  to  the  question,  “If  I were  never,  nev- 
er to  speak  with  human  beings  again,  what  would  I say?” 

Meetings  of  the  western  United  States  have  been  visit- 
ed by  three  travelling  Friends  during  the  winter  and 
spring:  Donald  and  Margaret  Jones  of  Norwich,  England, 
travelled  under  the  auspices  of  Friends  World  Committee; 
and  Ed  Morgenroth  is  this  year’s  Brinton  Visitor  for  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting. 

Vital  Statistics 

Marriages 

Sheila  Settle  and  Howard  Bull,  April  22.  Palo  Alto 
Meeting,  at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

Margaret  (Megan)  Mersman  and  Lawrence  Black,  May 
7.  Logan  Meeting,  with  the  assistance  of  Palo  Alto 
Meeting. 


Letter 

OUT 

Friends, 

I must  say  that  I agree  completely  with  Pegge  Lacey  in 
her  article  in  the  last  Bulletin,  “Out  of  the  Business”, 
urging  us  to  get  out  of  the  business  of  running  schools. 

In  other  words,  “that  Friend  speaks  my  mind.” 

Like  her,  I believe  that  our  children  can  learn  better 
how  to  live  with  and  love  all  people  by  going  to  their 
schools.  I also  believe  that  the  place  for  Quaker-minded 
teachers  is  in  the  public  schools  where  their  presence  can 
reach  more  students  and  can  reach  other  teachers  and  ad- 
ministrators. I believe  that  it  boots  nothing  for  our  wit- 
ness to  have  a private  retreat  from  the  world  for  the  few 
children  who  can  attend;  if  there  is  to  be  a school  we 
specifically  support,  let  it  be  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
where  it  can  be  an  open  example  to  all  other  schools.  I 
believe  it  is  a drain  on  our  financial  resources  and  our 
energy  to  have  this  operation  which  is  relatively  expen- 
sive, not  widely  attended,  and  does  not  provide  a signif- 
icantly better  Quaker  education  than  we  could  get  by 
growing  up  in  the  love  and  care  of  a Meeting  while  attend- 
ing any  other  school.  Does  pouring  our  resources  into 
John  Woolman  School  help  us  or  hinder  us  in  being  in- 
terested in  the  schools  or  our  community  and  working 
to  establish  in  them  values  we  cherish  as  Friends,  as  asked 
in  the  6th  month  Queries? 

I know  that  many  people  have  worked  very  hard  for 
many  years  on  John  Woolman  School,  but  I would  be 
happy  if  we  laid  it  down  and  spent  the  same  energy  and 
money  on  schools  in  our  community. 

John  Fitz 
Berkeley  Meeting 


(Continued  from  previous  page) 

stand.  Or  a phrase  beautifully  fashioned  to  our  tongue 
may  emerge  from  our  mouth  to  linger  in  the  silence  of 
the  meeting  like  the  sound  of  a sweet  mellow  bell. 

As  I sit  at  my  typewriter  I am  wondering  what  more 
to  say.  When  one  speaks  in  meeting,  it  is  good  to  know 
when  to  stop.  Perhaps  I have  reached  that  point  in  this 
article.  If  it  speaks  to  you,  you  may  carry  it  from  here. 

I am  done  with  typing.  I will  continue  to  wonder  and 
ask  a number  of  questions,  among  them,  “Do  we  Friends 
today  ‘quake’  in  the  wind  of  the  spirit  as  much  as  our 
forebears  did?  Do  we  face  into  that  wind  and  let  it  fan 
the  spark  within  each  one  of  us  into  a purifying  flame 
that  shines  forth  from  within  us  as  we  wait  upon  the 
Lord,  not  only  in  the  meeting  house  but  also  on  the 
many  walks  of  life  we  frequent?” 

Walter  Lohans 
Fresno  Meeting 


RIVERS 

Light  is  a river  that  flows  on  water 
And  rides  in  shimmering  down  to  shade; 

Sand  is  a slide  that  shifts  with  walking, 

And  movement  is  true  since  beginning  was  said. 

Time  is  a moment  that  goes  with  breathing; 

Air  is  a current  that  streams  in  foam 

Where  the  bubbles  break.  No  rock  keeps  steady 

Or  holds  its  place  when  the  pressures  come. 

Layered  in  levels  of  flux  and  changing 
Where  all  things  move  and  nothing  stays, 

Our  rest  is  a ride  on  the  rivers  of  going, 

And  trust  is  a tide  on  the  motion  of  praise. 

Jeanne  Lohmann 
San  Francisco  Meeting 


PAGE  116  - JUNE,  1977 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


PRISON  ABOLITION  NOW 

We  are  not  saying  that  there  is  no  one  in  our  society 
who  does  not  need  restraining  in  order  to  protect  society. 
There  are  individuals  who  have  exhibited  patterns  of  dan- 
gerous behavior,  who  do  need  restraining  for  as  long  as 
such  patterns  persist.  We  are,  however,  saying  first,  that 
punishment  of  such  individuals  is  counterproductive  and 
cruel  — for  they  are  almost  always  people  who  have  al- 
ready been  over-punished  by  life  and  injustice  — and 
second,  that  there  are  many  fewer  such  people  than  is 
commonly  realized.  Estimates  vary  from  as  high  as  10% 
to  as  low  as  1%  of  the  prison  population.  We  believe  that 
the  figure  lies  between  1%  and  3%,  and  we  know  the  iden- 
tity of  these  people  is  impossible  to  predict  scientifically 
beforehand. 

What  we  are  saying  is  that  the  existence  of  this  small 
group  must  no  longer  be  used  as  a justification  for  penal 
servitude , either  for  them  or  for  the  vast  majority  of 
others  for  whom  restraint  is  not  necessary  for  society’s 
protection.  What  we  utterly  deny  is  the  validity  of  pri- 
sons as  we  know  them,  based  on  the  doubly  oppressive 
concept  of  slavery  plus  punishment . Both  prongs  of  this 
concept  are  destructive  and  wrong  and  disagreeable  to 
the  Truth. 

For,  notwithstanding  this  small  group  in  need  of  re- 
straint, the  connection  between  crime  and  prisons  is  all 
but  nonexistent.  Prisons  do  not  prevent,  control,  or  de- 
ter crime,  and  they  contain  only  a tiny  fraction  of  those 
who  commit  crime.  Now,  as  in  the  past,  a large  majority 
of  Americans  commit  crimes  for  which  they  could  be  im- 
prisoned — recent  studies  show  that  the  percentage  may 
rise  as  high  as  92%.  But  ever  since  the  building  of  the 
first  American  prison  — an  experiment  that  failed  — 
those  who  in  their  numbers  have  populated  our  prisons 
have  been  the  poor,  the  racial  minorities,  immigrants, 
foreigners,  the  young  — in  a word,  the  powerless. 

A recent  study  examined  the  relationship  between  the 
percentage  of  nonwhite  population  in  the  various  states 
on  the  one  hand,  and  both  the  crime  rates  and  the  im- 
prisonment rates  on  the  other.  It  was  found  that  there 
is  no  significant  correlation  between  race  and  the  crime 
rate,  but  that  there  is  a very  high  positive  correlation  be- 
tween blackness  and  imprisonment  rates.  Southern  and 
near-Southern  states  with  large  black  populations  and 
with  low  crime  rates  (Mississippi  has  the  lowest  crime 
rate  in  the  Union)  nevertheless  have  among  the  highest 
rates  of  imprisonment,  while  predominantly  white  states 
with  high  crime  rates,  nevertheless  imprison  relatively 
few. 

It  would  seem  clear  that  this  reflects  deliberate  social 
choices  that  amount  to  the  use  of  prisons,  not  to  con- 
trol crime,  but  to  control  the  nonwhite  population,  in 
the  direct  tradition  of  slavery.  And  the  charge  to  the 
taxpayer  for  this  injustice,  as  our  ancestors  feared,  is 
indeed  intolerable.  The  cost  of  imprisonment  per  pri- 
soner per  year  is  $10,000  to  $15,000  and  rising,  plus 


welfare  for  the  family  — three  times  the  cost  of  a col- 
lege education. 

The  U.S.  Constitution  did  not,  until  1865,  make  any 
mention  of  imprisonment  as  punishment  for  crime.  The 
first  mention  came  with  the  13th  Amendment,  which 
most  of  us  know  abolished  slavery  and  involuntary  ser- 
vitude in  the  United  States.  What  most  Americans  fail 
to  realize  is  that  it  also  authorized  slavery  and  involun- 
tary servitude  if  used  as  punishment  for  crime. 

Prisoners,  like  slaves,  are  deprived  of  liberty,  family, 
property,  and  self-autonomy  and  are  made  to  toil  in  fac- 
tories, on  chain  gangs,  on  prison  farms.  Some,  like  their 
predecessors,  the  house  slaves,  are  assigned  to  cook  or 
drive  or  clean  or  perform  other  personal  services  for  the 
master/warden.  Many  states  pay  nothing  for  prison  la- 
bor, and  in  those  that  pay,  the  rates  usually  range  from 
two  to  fifty  cents  an  hour.  The  Federal  Prison  Indus- 
tries retained  earnings  of  $6  million  in  1976,  but  paid 
its  slave  laborers  an  average  of  about  46  cents  an  hour 
to  work  on  highly  diversified  products,  including  elec- 
tronic parts  to  make  weapons  of  war  for  the  Department 
of  Defense.  Prisoners  are  denied  workmen’s  compensa- 
tion, unemployment  insurance,  the  right  to  organize, 
and  other  standard  benefits.  Prison  law  is  modern  slave 
law,  and  the  courts  have  traditionally  served  to  uphold 
the  legitimacy  of  the  institution.  All  U.S.  taxpayers  are 
therefore  shareholders  in  the  proceeds  of  captive  prison 
labor. 

Industries  that  profit  grandly  from  the  “war  on  crime” 
are  the  manufacturers  and  suppliers  of  computers,  elec- 
tronics equipment,  and  surveillance  devices  — in  most 
instances,  the  very  industries  that  reaped  excessive  pro- 
fits from  the  Vietnam  war.  The  “war  on  crime”  becomes 
the  war  on  criminals  — and  the  “criminals”  are  our  own 
people. 

So  far,  the  bulk  of  the  war  casualties,  as  in  other  wars, 
are  “those  folks”  — the  poor  and  the  minorities.  But 
like  all  wars,  the  “war  on  crime”  is  escalating,  with  ever 
more  repressive  legislation  (like  the  presently  defunct 
but  still  resurrectable  Federal  S.  1 bill)  coupled  with 
enormously  expanded  federal  and  federally-aided  state 
and  local  prison-building  programs.  One  source  projects 
a 100%  increase  in  U.S.  prison  capacity  over  the  next 
few  years  — and  the  U.S.  already  has  the  highest  impri- 
sonment rate  in  the  world.  If  these  trends  continue,  then 
the  casualty  lists  of  the  “war  on  crime”  will  increasingly 
include  not  only  “those  folks,”  but  “us  folks”  too.  And 
we  may  come  full  circle  to  17th  century  England,  where 
Quakers  were  jailed  not  individually  and  by  choice,  but 
en  masse  and  by  force,  for  “speaking  truth  to  power.” 

We  need  to  challenge  and  resist  the  continued  life  and 
growth  of  the  penal  institutions  that  hurt,  dehumanize, 
and  destroy.  We  need  to  say  no  to  war  and  slavery.  We 
need  to  move  toward  a social  reality  that  speaks  to  the 
yearnings  for  true  and  caring  community,  with  real  li- 
berty and  justice  — economic,  social,  and  political  — for 
all;  a reality  that  seeks  to  restore  both  the  wrongdoer 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Letter 

Keep  Trying 

Dear  Jack  Powelson: 

I was  greatly  interested  in  Tom  Hunt’s  article 
(“Manuel  and  Me”)  in  the  Friends  Bulletin  of  last  No- 
vember. It  kept  nudging  me,  doubtless  partially  because 
of  a long  experience,  first  at  TVA  and  then  for  many 
years  with  AFSC,  spent  trying  to  solve  this  problem  of 
those  who  go  through  life  with  too  little  while  some  of 
us  have  too  much. 

I talked  to  people  here  in  Santa  Barbara,  and  even 
among  Friends  there  has  not  been  much  reaction.  I sent 
it  to  my  brother  Dick,  who  with  his  family  is  creating 
a — what  to  call  it?  — family  commune,  I guess,  intending 
to  achieve  the  sort  of  life  which  will  give  satisfaction 
without  the  income  level  which  requires  income  tax  pay- 
ments. He  sent  it  back  without  comment. 

Then,  this  morning  the  April  Bulletin  came,  trigger- 
ing this  letter,  which  was  at  first  intended  only  to  be  a 
‘thank  you’  and  a brief  statement  of  appreciation.  It  is 
a moving  and  able  statement  of  the  dilemma:  or  dilem- 
mas, perhaps,  since  it  convincingly  states  ours,  on  the 
‘have’  side,  and  outlines  that  of  the  others,  the  Manuels, 
who  may  not  be  aware  that  there  is  one. 

I don’t  know  the  answer,  but  I wish  I did.  Maybe  if 
enough  of  us  are  in  the  end  moved  by  these  dilemmas, 
some  answers  may  come.  Please  keep  on  trying. 

Paul  B.  Johnson 
Santa  Barbara  Meeting 
P.S.  The  irony  of  the  announcement  immediately  follow- 
ing Jack’s  article  did  not  escape  me:  “.  . . Home  at 
Oregon  Beach.  Excellent  for  Retirement  and  Recrea- 
tion. 2 Baths,  etc.”  We  are  not  Uncles  (I  hope),  but  we 
are  definitely  Toms,  and  not  Manuels. 


(Continued  from  previous  page) 

and  the  wronged  to  full  humanity,  to  live  lives  of  integ- 
rity and  dignity  in  the  community. 

The  prison  system  is  a powerful  force  — but  so  was  the 
Roman  Empire.  Yet  Jesus  had  nothing  to  say  to  “sys- 
tems” except  to  deny  their  power  over  him.  He  said  in 
effect,  “Violence  stops  here,  caging  stops  here,  oppres- 
sion stops  here.”  As  long  as  one  person  remains  in  pri- 
son, Jesus  is  still  in  prison.  Let  this  be  our  testimony  to 
the  whole  world. 

Fay  Honey  Knopp  and  Janet  Lugo 
(Condensed  and  reprinted  from 
Quaker  Life,  April,  1977) 


(New  Call,  Continued  from  page  110) 

Phases  of  the  Program 

1 . Study  and  discussion  of  the  NCP  pamphlet  by 
local  meetings  with  comments  to  be  sent  to  NCP  repre- 
sentatives, Peace  Clerks,  and  R.  Rumsey  of  FWCC,  mid- 
west office  (P.O.  Box  235,  Plainfield,  IN  46168). 

2.  Two  Weekend  Regional  Conferences: 

Conference  1 — September  23-25  at  Ben 

Lomond.  60  participants,  15  each  from  CYM,  PYM, 
Mennonites  and  Brethren.  (The  original  plan  for  a Con- 
ference of  Quakers  from  California  and  Oregon  to  occur 
prior  to  the  one  involving  Brethren  and  Mennonites  was 
cancelled  because  of  lack  of  time,  energy  and  money. 
This  change  was  accepted  by  Rep.  Comm,  at  its  March 
Meeting.) 

The  15  delegates  to  NCP  will  be  suggested  by 
joint  action  of  Nominating  and  Peace  Committees  and 
named  by  PYM.  (Procedure  approved  by  Rep.  Com- 
mittee in  March.) 

At  PYM  the  named  delegates  will  receive  pac- 
kets of  study  material  — Quaker,  Mennonite  and  Breth- 
ren. It  is  hoped  that  delegates  can  convene  at  PYM  to 
discuss  the  material  and  be  informed  of  further  confer- 
ence plans. 

Conference  2,  in  Spring,  1978.  Size,  place, 
themes  will  be  determined  after  an  evaluation  of  Confer- 
ence 1 by  its  participants. 

Conference  3 — A nationwide  Conference  with 
representation  from  Canada  to  be  held  at  Green  Lake, 
Wisconsin  October  5-9,  1978.  Goals  will  include  a call  to 
Peacemaking  in  the  larger  religious  community,  in  the 
U.S.  Government,  among  our  neighbors  whoever  they 
may  be. 

Phase  4 — an  Action  Phase  in  which  an  effort 
will  be  made  to  implement  the  agreed-upon  recommen- 
dations of  Conference  3. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  Lriends  will  consider  the  enormous 
potential  for  peace-making  in  an  ecumenical  dialogue 
of  this  kind.  PYM-ers  who  feel  they  have  much  to  offer 
a peace  movement  because  of  their  long  and  positive  in- 
volvement in  this  cause  have  an  opportunity  to  let  their 
Light  shine  on  a path  now  being  explored  by  others. 
PYM-ers  who  have  wished  to  explore  more  deeply  the 
New  Testament  roots  that  made  Pacifists  of  Early 
Christians,  Fox  and  his  followers,  can  come  together 
with  others  who  hunger  for  a peace  focus  that  will  tap 
their  energies. 

Hopefully,  we  will  dialogue  with  spiritual  mystery 
wherever  we  find  it,  honor  the  Thou  in  others  as  we 
honor  it  in  ourselves,  and  have  faith  that  100,000  Pro- 
grammed Friends,  20,000  Unprogrammed  Friends  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  Mennonites  and  Brethren  can 
speak  Peace  in  a voice  that  will  be  heard. 

Van  Ernst 

(for  PYM  Planning  Committee,  NCP) 
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FROM  TRIDENT  TO  LIFE 


Currently  nine  members  of  the  Pacific  Life  Community 
of  Seattle,  Washington  state,  are  serving  prison  sentences 
for  acts  of  civil  disobedience  in  a campaign  against  the 
construction  of  the  USA’s  latest  death  weapon,  the  Tri- 
dent submarine.  Community  members  have  successfully 
entered  the  Trident’s  home-base-to-be  and  planted  a ve- 
getable and  flower  garden,  dug  graves  on  the  lawn  of  the 
U.S.  courthouse  in  Seattle,  and  attempted  to  pull  down 
the  fence  around  the  base  which  separated  them  from  the 
the  monster.  Community  members  have  also  engaged  in 
an  intensive  educational  programme. 

The  US  government  currently  has  10  of  these  subs  on 
the  production  line  at  a cost  of  1 .3  billion  dollars  each. 
The  Trident  is  a deep  running,  fast,  silent  boat  which  car- 
ries 24  missiles  (at  a cost  of  20  million  dollars  per  mis- 
sile). In  turn,  each  missile  will  carry  17  nuclear  warheads 
that  can  be  independently  targeted  to  different  destina- 
tions. Thus,  the  initial  10  boat  fleet  will  carry  4080  nu- 
clear weapons  capable  of  striking  4080  targets  from  a dis- 
tance of  4500  miles  — later  to  be  increased  to  6,000 
miles,  enabling  it  to  hit  the  Soviet  mainland  from  almost 
as  far  south  as  New  Zealand.  All  these  subs  will  operate 
in  the  Pacific. 

In  the  closing  pages  of  his  book  Tradition  and  Freedom 
the  French  writer  Georges  Bernanos  (written  in  Brazil 
where  he  had  exiled  himself  because  he  would  not  remain 
in  France  under  Nazi  occupation)  writes:  “I  have 
thought  for  a long  time  now  that  if,  some  day,  the  in- 
creasing efficiency  of  the  technique  of  destruction  finally 
causes  our  species  to  disappear  from  the  earth,  it  will  not 
be  cruelty  that  will  be  responsible  for  our  extinction  and 
still  less,  of  course,  the  indignation  that  cruelty  awakens 
and  the  reprisals  and  vengeance  it  brings  upon  itself,  . . . 

. . . but  the  docility,  the  lack  of  responsibility  of  the 
modern  person,  his/her  base,  subservient  acceptance  of 
every  common  decree.  The  horrors  which  we  have  seen, 
the  still  greater  horrors  we  shall  presently  see,  are  not 
signs  that  rebels,  insubordinate,  untameable  men  and  wo- 
men, are  increasing  in  number  throughout  the  world,  but 
rather  that  there  is  a constant  increase,  a stupendously 
rapid  increase,  in  the  number  of  obedient,  docile  men  and 
and  women.”  A true  and  timely  warning! 

On  the  6th  of  August  1945  a new  age  began.  For  the 
first  time  in  history,  human  kind  possessed  the  capabil- 
ity of  destroying  virtually  all  life  on  earth.  We  as  Friends 
need  to  ask  ourselves  if  our  Peace  Testimony  is  capable 
of  speaking  to  today’s  nuclear  reality.  Is  refusing  mili- 
tary service  enough  any  more?  Are  we  not  in  a continual 
state  of  war  (nonviolent),  a war  against  what  could  be 
the  earth’s  final  dark  age?  We  reassure  ourselves  that 
nothing  like  this  could  possibly  happen.  How  real  are 
our  reassurances? 

According  to  a recent  New  York  Times  article,  during 
the  first  days  of  the  1973  Israel/Arab  war  when  the  tide 


of  battle  was  going  against  Israel,  they  prepared  for  use 
3 nuclear  bombs;  only  the  fact  that  the  war  turned  in 
Israel’s  favour  prevented  their  use.  It  has  also  just  been 
leaked  that  the  world  has  come  within  60  seconds  of  to- 
tal nuclear  devastation  twice  in  the  last  20  years.  The 
U.S.  (our  ally)  was  the  country  that  almost  pushed  the 
button  both  times.  According  to  Daniel  Sheehan,  attor- 
ney for  Daniel  Ellsberg  (Pentagon  Papers),  his  charges  are 
based  on  top  secret  documents  he  found  while  research- 
ing legal  cases.  The  first  near-miss  occurred  in  1958 
when  radar  incorrectly  identified  a commercial  airliner 
as  an  enemy  supersonic  missile.  “Defense”  installations 
went  on  alert  and  came  within  56  seconds  of  launching  a 
full-scale  attack  on  the  Soviet  Union.  The  second  time 
was  no  accidental  mistake,  but  rather  a deliberate  vote 
by  the  US  National  Security  Council.  During  the  Cuban 
Missile  crisis  of  1961 , Russian  ships  came  within  48  miles 
of  the  US.  This  was  a direct  violation  of  a US  ultimatum 
for  them  to  stay  50  miles  offshore.  The  US  National  Se- 
curity Council  voted  unanimously  to  go  on  a first-strike 
against  the  Soviet  Union.  The  only  thing  that  prevented 
a full-scale  nuclear  war  was  a veto  by  President  John 
Kennedy.  What  other  deadly  secrets  have  our  govern- 
ments been  withholding  from  us? 

While  all  this  may  sound  depressing,  it  is  not  until  we 
have  faced  the  reality  of  our  situation,  our  world,  that 
we  can  begin  to  confront  it.  We  truly  face  a spiritual 
agony  (as  did  the  early  Christians),  the  confrontation 
of  a person  with  his/her  own  corruption,  weakness, 
aloneness;  and  then  comes  the  finding  of  God,  love, 
truth,  precisely  at  that  moment  of  genuine  despair.  We 
must  move  on  from  Trident/Death  — to  LIFE! 

Brian  Lord-Power 
Reprinted  from  New  Zealand  Friends  Newsletter 

March,  1977 


Concepts  of  God 

“Concepts  of  God”  will  be  the  theme  of  this  year’s 
Quaker  Theology  Workshop,  sponsored  by  College  Park 
Quarterly  Meeting.  The  workshop  will  be  held  at  Craig 
Hall,  Chico,  August  5 — 8 (the  weekend  before  Yearly 
Meeting).  Bill  Scott  will  be  the  convenor,  and  speakers 
will  include  Catherine  Bruner,  Sali  and  Walt  Damon-Ruth, 
Van  Ernst,  and  Mary  Miche. 

Registration  Blanks  will  be  sent  to  monthly  meetings, 
and  may  also  be  had  by  writing  Eric  Moon,  Registrar, 

P.O.  Box  1663,  Ogden,  Utah,  84402,  or  Nickie  Garman, 
Clerk,  Box  255,  Georgetown,  CA,  95634. 
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Letter 

Public  School  Influence 

Dear  Robert  Schutz: 

I am  moved  to  write  in  support  of  what  I suspect  is  an 
unpopular  position  regarding  Friends’  Schools,  the  posi- 
tion presented  by  Pegge  Lacey  in  the  April  Bulletin. 

I grew  up  in  a community  which  had  once  maintained 
a Friends’  Academy  but  which  (very  wisely,  in  my  opin- 
ion) opted  for  a public  school  system  as  soon  as  such  a 
program  became  available.  The  community,  however, 
continued  to  maintain  close  contact  with  the  school  and 
their  input  was  such  as  to  insure  continuing  good  educa- 
tion. Teachers,  whether  they  were  recruited  from  the 
community  or  from  other  areas,  were  received  in  our 
homes  and  were  held  to  be , in  a very  real  sense,  mem- 
bers of  the  Community.  Their  attitudes  and  standards 
of  conduct  were,  therefore,  very  well  known.  I never 
had  but  one  teacher  whom  I didn’t  like.  I wonder  how 
many  children  can  report  such  an  experience,  either  in 
public  or  private  school?  “But,”  you  will  ask,  “how  can 
we  exert  that  kind  of  influence  in  our  public  schools  to- 
day?” 

I shall  readily  admit  that  it  will  not  be  as  easily 
achieved  as  it  was  in  rural  Indiana  in  the  early  part  of  the 
century;  but  my  later  experiences  have  encouraged  me 
to  believe  that  it  is  not  impossible.  My  vocation,  (Juve- 
nile Corrections),  brought  me  in  close  contact  with  pub- 
lic schools  and  school  personnel.  I found  them,  almost 
without  exception,  eager  for  such  interaction  as  they 
could  generate  between  themselves  and  the  community. 

I did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  become  involved  in 
PTA  until  my  younger  (of  two)  daughters  was  in  High 
School  — a large  High  School  in  Lansing,  Michigan.  As 
soon  as  I expressed  a slight  interest  in  PTA  I was  invited 
to  participate,  became  a member  of  the  board,  and,  the 
following  year,  was  assigned  as  their  representative  to  the 
city-wide  Council.  Some  years  later,  when  we  had  grand- 
children living  with  us  here  in  Walnut  Creek,  I again 
found  myself  very  warmly  received  into  PTA  activity  — 
at  both  the  elementary  and  the  intermediate  schools  our 
children  attended.  I again  served  on  the  Community 
(rather  than  City)  Council  and,  for  two  years,  I served  as 
President  of  the  PTA  at  the  Intermediate  school.  I am 
very  proud  of  a certificate  and  beautiful  pin  which  I re- 
ceived as  an  “Honorable  Service  Award”  from  the  Na- 
tional Ass’n  of  PTA. 

I do  not  recount  these  experiences  boastfully.  I pre- 
sent them  simply  in  support  of  the  view  that  our  input 
into  the  program  of  public  education  is  eagerly  invited. 

I am  inclined  to  suspect  that  we  are  likely  to  contribute 
much  less  than  our  share  in  the  public  school  system  if 
we  are  personally  involved  in  a private  school  program. 

I feel  quite  sure  that  similar  effort  and  concern,  directed 
toward  the  public  school,  would  have  a salutary  impact 
and  would,  therefore,  be  making  a contribution  to  the 


Letter 

Compassion  — Or  Whose  Ox  Is  Gored 

To  the  Editor: 

Compassion  is  a nice  word  and  we  should  be  all  for  it. 
Even  more,  it  should  be  a factor  in  our  lives. 

A letter  in  the  April  1977  Bulletin  recently  used  the 
word  compassion.  One  might  expect  that  the  writer  had 
some  relationship  with  the  subject  of  the  comment  since 
compassion  would  seem  to  imply  a personal  relationship 
of  some  sort. 

Who  is  the  writer  of  the  letter  and  how  close  has  he 
been  to  the  person  written  about?  To  my  knowledge,  the 
two  have  never  met  or  worked  together.  Is  he  perhaps 
an  older  Friend  from  the  Moorestown  area  of  New  Jer- 
sey? Could  the  writer  be  the  same  person  who  wrote  a 
letter  years  ago  to  Samuel  Tyson  concerning  an  offer 
published  in  Peacemakers ? (With  more  land  than  he 
needed,  Sam  Tyson  wrote  Peacemakers  to  learn  whether 
anyone  was  interested  in  working  on  it.  This  had  to  be 
in  the  1950s  (?),  way  back,  because  the  sole  response 
was  from  a Samuel  Cooper  who  warned  of  the  trouble 
a person  could  get  into  with  this  kind  of  an  offer.) 

When  we  write  to  the  Bulletin  it  would  be  my  hope 
that  one  person’s  ideas  were  as  acceptable  as  another’s. 
This  letter  is  an  odd  intrusion  since  there  has  been  no 
real  personal  exchange  for  thirty  years.  I did  not  name 
Ed  Sanders  as  being  an  administrator  of  Selective  Service 
through  the  AFSC  or  a lifer  in  AFSC.  No  one  was  named 
because  the  issues  were  general  principles,  not  person- 
ality concepts,  which  is  as  it  should  be.  Perhaps  our 
closest  personal  exchange  was  a bloodied  nose  from 
volleyball  (circa  1943). 

The  fact  that  the  letter  proposes  support  for  the  World 
Peace  Tax  Fund  shows  how  little  we  learned  about  the 
Vietnam  draft  and  how  ready  we  are  to  opt  again  for 
discriminatory  and  elitist  laws  to  do  good. 

It  does  not  seem  in  the  best  interest  of  Friends  for 
the  Bulletin  to  publish  personal  attacks.  One  can  fully 
expect  to  get  cut  and  slashed  in  the  public  press  but  not 
in  a Friends  Bulletin.  Perhaps  I am  overly  sensitive  just 
having  been  minced  in  the  local  paper  but  even  there 
not  by  name. 

Samuel  R.  Tyson 
Delta  Meeting 


community  as  a whole.  I consider  a good  public  school 
system  to  be  indispensable  in  the  maintenance  of  a viable 
democratic  society. 

Ted  Cunningham 
Berkeley  Meeting 

P.S.  I forgive  my  erstwhile  friends,  Marianne  Leppmann 
and  Mary  Jorgensen  for  their  misguided  views. 
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CHILDREN  AT  PYM 


Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is  coming!  We  visited  Craig  Hall 
in  Chico  on  April  21  and  feel  that  it  has  benefits  for  the 
Children’s  Program.  There  are  more  meeting  rooms,  so 
we  can  have  all  the  Childrens’  Program  located  in  a clus- 
ter, as  it  were.  There  is  a large  room  for  the  2-4  year  olds, 
across  from  that  is  the  Lounge,  where  we’ll  have  the 
early  morning  and  evening  programs.  Around  the  cor- 
ner are  rooms  for  the  nursery  and  separate  rooms  so  that 
each  age  group  can  have  a room  for  its  very  own  through- 
out PYM.  Somewhere  in  the  middle  is  a large  laundry 
room  which  will  be  a perfect  “messy-crafts”  room. 

The  Childrens’  Program  will  begin  after  breakfast  with 
children  under  5 going  to  a nursery  program  and  those 
from  5 to  12  meeting  together  in  the  Lounge  of  Bradley 
Hall.  Following  this  small  groups  will  form  with  adult 
leaders  and  stay  together  until  lunch.  After  lunch,  crafts 
are  available,  or  there  will  be  some  field  trips.  How- 
ever, parents  are  primarily  responsible  for  the  children, 
not  the  group  leaders.  In  the  evenings  there  will  be  a pro- 
gram beginning  at  7:30  in  the  Lounge  of  Bradley  Hall. 
Also  this  year,  child  care  will  be  available  for  all  children 
ages  birth  to  12  years  on  August  8,  for  the  convenience 
of  Friends  involved  in  committee  meetings. 

Each  year  we  have  wished  for  a central  location  for 
crafts  so  that  all  ages  'will  feel  tempted  to  join  together. 
We  believe  we  have  it  now.  Craig  Hall  management  tells 
us  we  can  use  the  dining  room  until  a half  hour  before 
dinner.  This  is  right  in  the  middle  of  things  — and  can  be 
a true  gathering  place  for  cross-age  interests.  The  “neat” 
crafts  will  be  in  the  dining  room:  the  messy  ones  in  the 
laundry  room. 

Kerri  Hamilton,  Young  Friends  Clerk  and  a student 
at  John  Woolman  School,  is  organizing  crafts.  Please 
write  Kerri  if  you  will  bring  materials  for  a craft  and  will 
be  willing  to  lead  one,  two  or  more  sessions.  PYM  has 
some  money  for  supplies.  Please  ask  Kerri  before  you 
buy  if  you  need  to  be  reimbursed.  Her  address  is:  c/o 
John  Woolman  School,  12585  Jones  Bar  Road,  Nevada 
City,  CA  95959. 

Bidwell  Park  will  be  an  invaluable  resource  for  the  Pro- 
gram! Those  of  us  who  are  sufficently  seasoned  will  re- 
member the  film,  “Robin  Hood”  — it  was  filmed  in  Bid- 
well  Park.  Unfortunately,  it  isn’t  near  enough  for  walk- 
ing for  the  younger  children.  We’ll  need  some  drivers. 

We  still  need  some  leaders  for  individual  groups.  Ages 
are  grouped  as:  5 year  olds,  6-8  year  olds  (boys  and 
girls  together),  and  9-12  year  old  girls  and  9-12  year 
old  boys.  (We  always  get  complaints  about  this  and  are 
willing  to  change.  The  children  wanted  it  this  way.  We 
do  plan  activities  together.) 

Leaders  will  receive  in-service  training  on  Committee 
Day.  So  leaders  as  well  as  children  will  learn  (we  always 
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Letter 

Lard 

Friends  — I have  a concern  about  obesity.  Recently,  at 
C.P.  Quarterly  Meeting,  I estimated  that  if  the  poundage 
of  our  members  were  totaled,  and  divided  among  us,  all  of 
of  us  would  be  obese,  i.e.,  more  than  10%  above  ideal 
weight. 

Lard  is  a hard  issue,  but  it  will  not  fit  under  the  rug, 
even  if  we  attempt  to  ignore  it.  How  can  we  discuss 
world  hunger  and  the  right  sharing  of  the  world’s  re- 
sources, when  our  consumption  patterns  give  the  lie  to 
our  beliefs?  How  can  we  feed  the  inner  hungers  that  we 
clearly  are  not  feeding  when  we  take  refuge  in  food?  Do 
we  believe  that  the  body  is  the  temple  of  the  spirit?  If 
so,  how  can  we  help  ourselves  to  cleanse  our  temple? 

Skinny  is  not  synonymous  with  virtuous,  but  skinny 
is  what  we’d  all  be  if  food  resources  were  rightly  shared. 
Would  sharing  groups  help?  Of  course,  the  Light  within 
is  what  is  most  important,  but  it  is  not  a lamp  that  runs 
on  blubber.  This  is  a plea  for  those  of  us  that  have  hid- 
den our  Light  under  a bushel  or  two,  to  proceed  to 
lighten  our  load. 

Another  Weighty  Friend  (not  R.S.) 


do).  If  you  are  interested,  please  write  either  of  us.  Some 
positions  are  paid.  Learning  to  know  a group  of  young 
Quakers  well  will  definitely  enrich  your  PYM  experience. 
See  you  in  Chico! 

Joan  Fasken  Lee  Steelman 

2224  Thorsby  Rd.  144  de  la  Paz 

Thousand  Oaks,  Ca  91364  San  Clemente,  Ca  92672 


